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They will also examine how the Canadian governement dealt

with the Metis in the 1800’s. Finally you will see how

the governement’s mistreatment and neglect has affected the

present situation of the Metis.

It is hooedople will learn and benefit from these

sections and provide feedback to AMNSIS and the Aboriginal

Rights Program.
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ChapteI -

In this-chapter, you willsee what’culture is, how

culture develops and how culture affects the way we look

at ourselves, others ad the hings around us You will

see how our culture is the way we live and is an important

par of ‘hb’è áre. You willsehat áfl people ‘-hav

culture. •We are -born into a -culture and carry th:at culture

with us through life..

You-will review the culture- and values -of the Indian

people who lived in North America 40,000 years before -the

Europeanscame. You will compare this taditionalIndian

way of li:fe to the way of life of the first Euro.eans.

Then, you will look at the early Metis. culture -and-compare -

it to the Indian culture and -Ehe European culture You will

see how the Metis óul-ture allowed the Metis to become he

middleman beteen th Indians and the Europeans. - .
- -:

- -- Culture is -the way óflife of a People. All-people

-- ‘have culture but it is not the aine. ItaIián-&e’-different

from Chinese and the Indians are different frorn-Afri-cans

There are diffegences in the way people live and these can -

—be considered dif-ferences in culture. One -culture-is nat--:

-

-- be.t-Eer-than. ‘the other but is simply -different. We -can ibt -- -

- say that ‘European ulture is better than Indian c’ultuebut — - - - - -

we can say that these cultures are different Why-are

cultures different’

Cultures develop to satisfy our needs which all human

beings have We need fooo, shelter ard friendship The way

we satisfy these needs is set by our cultuie ‘—For example;

if we again look at ±he European and Indian cul.ures, -we-know

that both Europeans and Indians eat but we also know that the

eat different things
- .,.

-. - - - .j’.Z — --: - ‘ .n.’ - - - - -

Our cultureis learned ,‘Almosteyerythingwe do or believe

in is learned from our parents,dmembers of oursfamily or bther

mernbers ,oourowh cultura]r,pup-- -

— —

•
- - - - •,:-!-:. --‘. -‘- - -

—

• - ... -- -..- --- -- -• • — , ,‘‘ - . ‘, —

I - - - -

- -

if

. -

“‘: • -. -

_,_ ,- •-- -—-
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The. art of ,a ài±ltural group ncludes musió,, dancing

carving, painting, singing, writing, and other forms of art

Each culture has its own style of art Canadian society has

theatre, lite±ature, symphony, -ballet, opéra, painting and. -.

others- which -Jere all brought toth-s country from Europe.

Traditional Indian people had different art forms They

had social iusic such as grass or round dancas well as

religious music for ceremonies such as the -sun dance. Their

art includes everything from baskets for carrying berries to

ceremonial dresses. The materials used were those found

about them in nature—natural dyes, roots, barks, porcuPine

quills, moose hair and skins. What might be called murals today

were painted on teepee walls. These paintings told stories fror’

the past or visions of things to come. The arts of all cultures

record the story of the people in their effort to meet their needs.

The economy of a people is the way they make thérr livinq.

It is the way they use the land and resources to satisfy their

needs. The tools that they use are their technology.

In some parts of Canada,-eoole make •their living byfishinQ.

Fishing is their economy. ‘heir boats -and nets are their

technology.

In other parts -of Canada people work in factories. Wage

labour becomes their economy and the tools of the factory are

their technoloqy. . . . . . -

We know that •fa-rrnin isirnoortant for the countrv. A faWner

lives from qrowing-cops which is his economy. :Th farm

machinery is his tchnoloay. - -

Values and spiritual beliefs are important to people of all

cultures.. Values are shown in all aspects of culture—housing,

clothing, food, traditional arts and the economy. For example,

there have been tremendous changes in the values of Canadians

concernino modesty. In the old days, dresses were long to cover

all of the woman’s body. To show your ankle was a sin. Now

anything ooes.



—4—

Some values which are common in Canadian society today are

success, money, honesty, law and order, freedom, hard work, and

cleanliness. These values are shown in all parts of culture

and are evident in the way Canadians view other people. These

values are often shown in old sayings such as “Honesty is the

best policy”; “Cleanliness is next to godliness”; and, “A job

worth doing is worth doina well”.

In most cultures, the value system is tied to the spiritual

or religious beliefs. or example, for Christain nations,

the Ten Commandments serve as the basis of their values. Christains

also add the teachings of Christ concerning love to others and

those less fortunate. This explains missionaries and Salvation

Army misssions.

Other religionshold other values. The Indian did not hunt

for the sake of huntinc, but did so to survive. This affected

how they related to and worshipped the land and plant and

animal life.

We can see that or oulture or way of life is divided up

into many parts. These include:

- language - housing

— food — customs

- dress - traditional art

— economy and technology

— values and st’iritual beliefs

In the Indian spiritual world, the Creator made a couple

who were the Earth and the Sun. The Earth was Woman and the Sun

was Man. The marriage of the Earth and the Sun brought forth

the World as we know it.

In the beginning the Earth had little meaning so the Earth

and the Sun created life—the plants, the animals and Man. This

is why the Indian people refer to Mother earth and Father Sun.

Mother Earth gave birth to four orders of things-the physical

world, the plant world, the animal world and Man. The order of

their birth determined the relationship between the orders.
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The physical world——the mountains, rivers, forests and láke—-is

the world on which everything else depends. The physical-world

such as mountains can exist alone. The physical world is next to

the Creator Next game the plant wor—id The plants are dependent

upon the physical world for their 1ife but plants can survive wi.hout

animals or Man The animal world-is--dependent on the plant world

but can’ eistwithout Man:- :Fjnaliy. Mãn—needs all -the others. ‘

He cannot surviye without the physical world, the plants -world and.

the animal world. .Man is the most weak and dependent of all the

creatures in the World .and cannot survive alone. Man i-s the last

in the order of things. -

The Indian’s acceptance of hi-s -place in the order-of thiris

gave him a view of himself as part of the ‘world rather than in

control of it. This gave him values and ätti.tudes -which -deter-

mined his behavior. The Indian’s view that he was dependent on

everything else in the world made him aware of the unity of all

things. All life must be in harmony.

This view of the world and his place in it determines the

Indian’s view of land and resources, economics, government and

the way people treat each other.

In the European or Christian religion, God was the Supreme

Being who created the world in seven days. He created man in his

own image. Therefore, man is next to God in the order of thir

It is believed that with God’s help man can do anything. He cn

conquer the physical world, crash through any barriers presented

by the plant world and tame the animal for his own purposes.

In economics, the Indians believed in living in harmony with

nature. This meant using the land and the resources only for survival.

This came from the belief that Mother Earth belonged to all and was

needed by her creatures (men, animals and plant life). Men should

only take what they needed for their own use. The land and the

resources were respected and protected for their children and their

children’s children.

Europeans, on the other hand, had developed agricultural and

industrial economies based on using the land and its resources
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for profit with little thought to the effect on their surroundings.

The pollution of air and water, the destruction of the land by

over-cultivation and the effects of too many people living in one

area were not understood. All these things were ignored in search

of profits.

In North America, Europeans established the fur trade to make

money. They pressured the Indian people to bring in as many furs

as possible to ensure high profits. There was little understanding

of the effects of such exploitation of game, fur and other

resources. Europeans gave little concern to how Indian people would

be affected by the exploitation of resources.

We have identified land use as a separate issue because Indian

people have a very different attitude towards land. They believed

the land was available to all creatures and therefore, a particular

Indian group who occupied an area was not the sole owner. They

used the land for their survival and shared it with animals, plants

and other people. If other tribes attempted to occupy their area,

they would fight to protect it.

Indian people did not usually have individual plots of land.

They claimed ownership of the land as a group and the land belonged

to everyone.

However, in some areas of British Columbia and areas around

the Great Lakes, some individual ownership of land was beginning

to develop. This was in areas where people were establishing

permanent villages. They lived from the supply of fish and game

available in a small area and were beginning to farm. In a farming

economy, an individual family had claim to a particular plot of

land for its use. In a society which lived in villages, it was

also important that an individual family own a plot to build their

home.

Indian people in North America did not have government

organizations and institutions such as those that exist today.

However, they did have their own form of government. They were

organized into bands and each band had leaders. These leaders were

the chiefs and the elders who had certain roles in leadership and
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decision-making. The elders were the historians, legal advisors,

marriage counsellors and, general advisors. Also the elders and the

mothers were the teachers of the children. The Medici1e People

looked after the health and welfare of everyone.

Government was based on a small community unit. All people

were involved in band activities. Decisions were made when everyone

agreed to something. Different tribes had different ways of choosing

their chiefs. Some were chiefs because their fathers and grandfathers

were chiefs. Some were chosen for life. Others were chosen for

specific periods such as during a war or a hunt.

In Europe, at this time, countries or nation states existed.

These nation states were made up of thousands of people who were

subjects of the same leader. This leader, usually called a king,

often felt that God had given him his power. He ruled as he pleased

without consulting anyone.

Next to the king were the lords or noblemen who owned large

estates and had hundreds of peasants working the land. The king

had power over everyone. The lords or noblemen had total power and

control over everyone working on their estates. The peasants were

of little value unless they worked hard and said nothing. As long

as they lived on the estate, they were under the control of the

nobleman who owned the estate.

In the way that people treated one another, there were sorn

things in common between the European culture and the Indian

culture. People related to each other on a one—to—one basis,

and man—woman relationships were similar. The family was

important in both cultures. Both Indians and Europeans had

special occasions such as festivals, ceremonies, and special

events.

There were also some very important differences. In

the Indian culture, the individual person was important as

a part of the group. In European cultures, individuals were

encouraged to succeed for themselves. Europeans were expected

to compete against each other while Indians were expected to

help one another. The wisdom of the elders was respected and
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relied upon in Indian culture. In European culture, people

retired when they were too old to work.

These comparisons show the similarities and differences,

pinpoint where conflicts arose, and make us aware of how

Europeans pushed their culture on Indians and what this did to

the Indian people.

As mentioned in previous discussion, there were a group

of people in the Northwest known as the Metis. There were some

cultural differences between these people and the Indian people.

The Metis played a role as go—betweens or middlemen between

the European culture and the traditional culture of the Indians.

Some of the specific characteristics of the Metis culture

differed from both the Indian and the European culture.

The term “Metis” means “mixed blood”. These were the

children of European fathers and Indian mothers. Not all

Metis lived the same lifestyle. Some lived like Indians and

others lived with Indian bands. Others lived separately and

developed a new Metis culture.

Spiritually, most Metis identified with European religions.

Most French Metis were strong Roman Catholics and most English

halfbreeds were Anglican. Some Metis combined both the European

and Indian belief systems. They still observed Indian ceremonies

while practising a European religion.

In economics, the Metis mixed both traditions. They

roamed as buffalo hunters but also set up farming communities.

At the same time, Metis people worked at new kinds of jobs such

as freighting, trading, mission school teaching and manufacturing.

Employment with the Hudson’s Bay Company allowed some Metis to

become a part of the European social system. Generally, they

were more competitive and motivated by self—interest than the

Indian people.
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The Metis often spoke both native and European languages

and would often combine French or English with the Indian language.

The clothing style of the Metis was a mixture of both the

Indian and European cultures. European clothing consisted of

long coats, trousers, boots and hats. The Metis wore beaded

buckskin coats similar to the European style. They wore Indian

moccasins as well as colorful sashes ardund their waists.

Like their Indian ancestors, the Metis had a strong feeling

for color and decoration. For special occasions they often

wore beadwork and ornaments. The Metis combined both the

usefulness and style of the Indian and European cultures in

their clothing.

The Metis had a military-like government on the prairies.

Their laws were clearly defined by many Metis settlements

and taken seriously by everyone in the communities. They had

generals and commanders and the rules were clearly defined in

the Laws of the Buffalo Hunt. In the Red River area, Riel,

leader of ..the Provisional Government, led the community using

international laws which governed the European nations.

The Metis combined the Indian’s respect for nature and

European discripline in their law and government. Some

communities had laws to govern behavior and in some cases, there

were even court martials.

In their relationships with each other, the Metis had

similar ideas to both Indians and Europeans with respect to the

roles of men, women and children. They lived in communities

with rules like the Indians but they worked in European jobs

which encouraged self—interest and competition.

The Metis culture was a combination of Indian traditional

values and European values. Characteristics of both cultures

aided in making the Metis go-betweens between the Indians and

the Europeans to bridge the gap between the two cultures.



SUMMARY

In summary, all people have a way of life called their

culture. You learn your culture from your parents and people

that you grow up with. All members of your own culture have

similar cultural ways. All cultures have common parts such as

language, food, dress, housing, traditional arts, economy,

technology, and spiritual values and beliefs.

In this chapter, we saw some of the traditional values of

Indian people in North America. We compared the traditional

Indian values with those of Europeans. We saw how these values

were similar and how these were different. We looked at the

effect of these different values on the Indian people. We

saw the Metis culture, the Indian culture, and the European

culture. We read the role the Metis played as go—betweens with

the European traders and the Indian people.

We saw that it was the differences in the cultural values

of the Indians and Europeans which led to conflict. The

Europeans imposed their values on the Indian people and caused

hardship and frustration for them.
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living.
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Lnapter z

Introduction

The purpose of this Chapter is to help you to understand

what is meant by aboriginal rights, and where the idea of

aboriginal rights came from. We will see how aboriginal rights

was discussed by the European rulers and religious leaders.

We will see how different European nations developed these

ideas and how they used them. As well, we will look at why

other nations did not pay any attention to these ideas when

they dealt with aboriginal people.

In particular we will look at how ideas about aboriginal

rights were applied in what is now Canada, first by the French

and English, and then by the Canadian government. We will

look at the laws in Canada which deal with aboriginal rights

and how the Canadian governments used these laws in its

treatments of the Indian and Metis people.
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For at least 4Q,OOOyarshe Indian and Inuit peoples

lived ‘in North America They lived in smal-l groups or .bahds

and followed game for their survival Each band had Th.t own

governieit which gcerned things-concerning everjoneiwthe

group Every memberà thç_band had his or-her own job which

contributed to the lfeóf the whore-community These bands ,

were strong social groups tied.togethe by their language,..

àuiture and traditions.. . -

• All the bands in what.is now Canada had.sovereign rights.

They .had the riçht to -their own- religion., language aid educa

tion. They had their own government ànd law enforcement. They

had sovereignty over the lands they used and in which they lived.

they could hunt and f.ish when..±hey -wished .totake care Of their

needs. For the aborig±nal people, these rIghts were .al-o.:col--

• lec.tive rights. They ere rights that belonged-to everydne in

the group. rather than individa-ls. V - -

At the same time in Europe on the.oVther.:side of.the.-Atlantic

Ocean, people did not know of North ArniS or of-the aboriginal

people.. At this time EuropanVth.inkeV..s.or philosophers were -,

discussing whether the.worid.&s fiát -and “how far----you--couid sail--

V out to :sea without falling off theVede.. -.
-

- Almost al-i Europeans wee.-pêasants - .They..did..not:own.äny

land and work-ed on small piots..g-rowi-ng fod -whiqh t-heyhdV to • —

V -
- V - —

_._)•_

•V — • V V - V

give to the lords These lords owned large—estates wherethere

were hundreds of pesants who did- the -work for them The pea

sants—-had to pay the lords’ en as well as giveth9m niàstof

what they grew All they owned -we1?ethe 1othes -on-theixbacks

which they rnde -hemselves _—- -

The European countries such as -Eng1and, Spaln and -France Vweie

ruled by one person, a-king oraqueen This king orqueen had

total power over evérytlüng in the country Someof ‘these kizigs-- —

— .r __, V —

ere good-and wise, but-mostyer&selfish and-cruel— Theywere
- — .. —

remembered for the numbsof people that they beheaded or -

torEurd he -most of .thei-rirne
-- - — _2— ---

trying to keepthe rilershappy an at war withthe jQpean -

countiesto gain more land -



In 1492, an Italian, Christopher Columbus, convinced Queen

Isabella of Spain that he could reach India by sailing west

instead of east as everyone else did. Columbus thought the world

was round and because of this, everyone thought he was crazy.

Because she wanted Indian spices and Chinese silks, Queen Isabella

agreed to send Columbus with three small ships. He had a hard time

getting a crew because everyone tought they would fall of f the

edge of the world. Columbus set sail and finally reached land.

He thought he had found India so he called the people there Indians.

The fact that Columbus found a new land and new people created

confusion for the European nations. These nations had developed

laws to govern the way they acted with each other. This was

called International Law. According to International Law, the

first European nation to find new land was able to claim

sovereign rights to that area. This meant that they could claim

the territory as their own. Other Euopean nations recognized

that the new territory belonged to them until the territory was

captured in war or ceded in some way. However, the European

nations had no laws about dealing with aboriginal peoples.

In 1532, a Spanish priest, de Vitoria, who was a teacher at

the University of Salemanca in Spain, raised questions about

these ideas and these ways of claiming land. He said that such

an idea could only apply to a land area where there were no

people. If there were already people there, then the people who

occupied the area had the first claim to it. He said that their

rights were as complete as those of any citizen in any civilized

European country and should by recognized as such in law. (See

reference 1 and also Native Rights in Canada.)

De Vitoria’s teaching started disagreements within the

Catholic Church about the practices of European nations. In

1538, the Pope passed a law in which this idea of the rights of

the aboriginal people became law. At that time most European

nations were Catholic and abserved many of the church laws.

Spain was the first country to adopt this idea and to make

laws to control the dealings of traders and colonization com

panies with aboriginal people. Later it ensured that this
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church law also became law n t.h neter1tories which they
3’

-claimed as belori,ging to Spain ?For\exajnp,le, in laws applying

to the West Indies the aboriginal ‘pople -were given full

Spanish—citizenship rights —

The French, on the other hand, ignored the church laws and

the ideas on “aboriginal rights-and didnot’.atany time adopt

-them or apply them in their- dealings with aboriginal people

they operated an the basis that, if they -could cànquer the

aboriginal people, chase them away, or get the frOm .themby

:somé othe± means, the ‘land was thing. ‘Aboriginal ;people .were

• then trated as jf they .neêded to.be ‘-chr.istianized’, ‘and

‘:frenchified’ before they could be FrenchcitIzens. V

Great Britain- was hot a Catholic• country .but”it -adopted the V

idea of aboriginal rights in its dealings with aboriginal’ ‘peoples

in North America. Since Britain was so important ‘in £he early V

history of Canada, we will look at the’ir prVacticesagain later. V

The Spanish were careful about making laws äbout..-aboriginal

people. They made it quite clear that their purpose-was to get

the lands for themselves for trade and settlements. ,They a-iso

made it clear that they were going to get the land be :any means

possible and at the least cost to the French nation. :Th3s.-rneant V

either war, taking it over or chasing -out the -original -people..

The .Bjtis:h Von the other hand, had mudh.exprienceaVtoVund.. - V

the world with colonies They knew that it was expedient to

keep good relationships with the aboriginal people The Bfitish

—wanted to do tw6 things One was to trade and. the other yeas to

settle It is difficult to carry on trade with someone you are

-fighting “It is also difficult to_set dp safe settlements in a

far away Vcountry when you are at warwith “the”-peop]e of that” ‘- - —

-country Therefore, the British -tried tokeep on good terms

with aDoriginal people and to deep”-them satisfiec

By recognizifig the land claims of theáboriginal peo5le and
by

arranging to purchase their 1andfromthem,they’-believd

_they could:áccc5mplish ,.these-goal”s -In -the arly”period’upto

about the 1750’s, twas left that arrangeme’hts for purchase,andz

compensation would’beworked ot pri’atly between private

- individua1s or companies and the aboriginal people claiming a
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-particula land area (See referenae 1 and 2)’-.. ‘

Inour bverview, it-has been nq,ted thatprivá’te uyers,.

wo)uld-6ften cheãt the aborigiñai.people The’Br1tIi’;g9er;-

ment had counted on the local goveinments in th’i coloxies

to exercise -some control over these purchases However,’

- -‘private-individuals, corporations and local govrniteniwere

,intrested in getting land and the resources forthemselves at
—

-

- the lowest price possible May of these individuals or- cor—

‘poration’s wére’:notnoté’d for hàn,esty. They used whatever

means possible to get land’ and resource’s in V:way
V which would be

V

recognized by British law .‘but which gave ‘as little in return for

V

the land as :pos’I’bie. The ideas on aboriginal righ.ts asV’they V

were applied by the ‘British ‘gave no direction .on ‘the :question

of compensation ‘or whether -compen’sation’had to be fair and

V

V equitahie.or of equal ‘value. (See ieference ‘3’, Extinguishment V

-

‘ of Aboriginal Right’s) V
‘ ‘ ‘ - ‘ ‘. -

Therefore, we have instances such as the .:purçhase of ‘Manhatten

Island in what is now New York City for $25, attempts todo’-away,

with aboriginal people by introducing diseases and, when they

were dead, by claiming their land. The purchase of a half -
-V , , -

million acres in Manitoba by Lord Sekirk for the price of an

annual gift of 100 pound of tobacco is another example of unfair

and unequal compensation.

From our overview one can note that, there —were - V

important differences ,ntie,Videas ,whichVaborigiVnalpeople and

Europeans applied to land Abóriginal -people saw land as some

thing which they did not own inthe sense that Europeansbe—

oieved it could be owned Itwas something that -hey’shared

with all other people and ith all living things including--’ -

plant life It was somethingzwhih they were preparecf—töshre

with the new European settlers - -

When they received payment, it is quite liely that th—
• - ‘ V - ‘V’ ‘ “•‘

‘- -- -,
-.

•, •,V

-- -a
-

aboriginal people believed .thesepayments were formthe’-piyilege —

‘of ailowing these newcomers to-share the land -It---as nliey --‘

.,‘:,V:,Vt1t’,”th añdë±.s.tood’t’”

‘

- lan’d and their-dl-airn toitfore’fer

2 -

— —-V-----V-
V-

— - a
V V

V
V•V VflV

‘V • , ‘ ‘‘ V
, VV’V’,,, V,.V_,’S•V•_’•V,
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Also, since aboriginal people did not have European ideas of

ownership, the idea of compensation for land was one that they

did not understand. Another thing which likely influenced the

native people was the fact that there seemed to be a plentiful

supply of land and resources and therefore they were prepared to

share some of their land with the newcomers. This sharing did

not seem to be a serious threat to their way of life or to their

use of the land at that time.

In the early part of the 18th century, France and Great

Britain fought wars in what is now Eastern Canada. As a result,

this area was transferred to Great Britain by a treaty. The

British began to introduce the ideas on aboriginal rights into

Canada when dealing with the aboriginal people in Eastern

Canada after they got the territory from France. (See Native

Rights in Canada)

Because of problems experienced in Eastern Canada and in the

Eastern United States, the British called a conference of their

colonies in North Anerica in 1760 to discuss how to deal with

the aboriginal peoples. The British wanted all the colonies to

adopt a standard practice and rules for dealing with the abori

ginal people and to apply these policies and practice in the

same way throughout the areas. The colonies could not agree on

such rules. Thesefore, Great Britain decided to take over

complete responsibility for dealing with aborigina] people.

The first step in applying some standard rules was a procla

mation dealing with Eastern Canada in 1763, the British passed the

Royal Proclamation which is still applied in Canada to this day.

That proclamation provided for the rights of the aboriginal people

and set out how land would be taken from the a.b.priginal people and

and aboriginal rights would be protected.

In 1760 when New France was ceded to Canada by a treaty, a

separate agreement was drawn up known as the Articles of

Capitulation. These articles provided for aboriginal people to

be allowed to continue to live in their ancestral territories

and not to be disturbed in their rights.



:---

.
-‘-

— — —

: ‘-
The specifec procedures were set out inThe Royal Proclmtion

arid followed 1npractie for thenext 100 -years iCanada—untl

responsibility was taken over by the Canadian Goverthnen-Es, and—

included the following rules- - -

(a) that land-could one be taken from Indian peopl by the
- 1

crown,

(b) that aboriinal people mustconsent to-giving i.p thei

land, -

(c) the terms for giving .upland nust -be agreed to at public

meeting with -the leaders of. all :of the people ho.have -:

-an interest in the land; . .. . - -

(d) these terms must :be -set down in an agreemeflt -hich i-den

fiies exactly the lard area being ceded, the rights-being

given up, what rights are -kept -and the compensation to be

received by -the -aboriinal -people; -

. .

. - - .

(e)- .these àr.eexnents :must then -be .approved :by a general meet

ing of the aboriginal people and by the parliament in the

--case àf -the British -government -before -they become :law.

In Canada -these -agreemetrecalled treaties.. .The fact

that they were treaties recognized .that :theseagreements —were -

being made between two different nations of :peoie. - . -:

The early Indian Acts ;madeprOvi.sionfor ther-iles outlined

by the Royal proclamation They included:the provisions -for

extinguishxnents set out in the Royal roc1amation However,

little attention was given to two basic ideas, -one, that the

land to be taken must only be taken with the consent of -the

aboriginal people, and second, that there be fáIrand equitable

(equal value) compensation Although thpompensatiãjasnot

specifically dealt with by the Royãl Pr6ci&mato the2e was

already international law known as The Law—of NaionsWh.ch..

dealt with the compensation - -It stated thatif-’anyàne’slands

or rights were being taken :fiom them, they had -to e given

equivalent rights ocompensationor-equal value.

There were sverál -other iniportant ‘ideas intr6ducd in th&-- . - .

-1850 indian Act—whichare i’nluded- in -
±-

time and up to 1951 T1-iese.awere based—on—the beiFièf-that

abbr-iginalpeople were4savags and not capable—of —cjring foi

themselves The second belief was that -



limited one’s citizenship rights. If aboriginal people wanted

full citizenship rights, then they had to sign away their

aboriginal rights. These rules semm to go against the Royal

Proclamation. The Royal Proclamation made no differences

between aboriginal rights and citizenship rights. The British

government made British subjects of all people in territories over

which it claimed sovereignty. Such people under British land had

full citizenship rights.

It will be noted from our review of steps taken by the

Canadian government that the basic ideas being used by the

government made two classes of people in Canada. These

included all immigrants, who considered themselves to be a

better class and therefore, entitled to all citizenship rights.

The second class were the aboriginal people whom the Europeans

considered to be below them and therefore, to be put away on

reserves without their citizenship rights.

The government in early times believed :that, through educa

tion and religion, they could change the-way of life and beliefs

of the aovriginal peOIe so they would be like Europeans.

Then they ‘would give them the vote and full citizenship rights

if they signed awáy.thi,er aboriginal :rights.

In the early Indian Acts, there were no differences made

between the Metis people and the Indian people. They were all

defined as Indians by the Indian Act. They could choose to

live in so—called civilized cotnmunittes and would be considered

to be white with full citizenship.

The idea of dealing separately with the Metis arose out of

events at the Red River in 1869 — 70 which we will study in

detail in a later Chapter.

The Canadian government, in dealing with the aboriginal

people, established two classes of aboriginal people. The

status Indians are Indians registered under the Indian Act and

entitled to all of the provisions of this Act. Many of them,

particularly in Western Canada, are included in treaties but

this is not the case with all state Indians. Many status

Indians in Central and Eastern Canada, as well as in British

Columbia, do not have any treaties with the government.
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status Indians are Indians registered under the Indian Act and

entitled to all of the provisions of this Act. Many of them,

particularly in Western Canada, are included in treaties but

this is not the case with all status Indians. Many status

Indians in Central and Eastern Canada, as well as in British

Columbia, do not have any treaties with the government.

The Metis and non—status Indians did not come under the

definition of Indian in the Indian Act. The federal government

only provided services for status or treaty Indians. The Metis

people had had their own government and saw themselves as a

nation. They had strong ideas about their national rights, On

this basis, the Canadian government at first attempted to deny

them any aboriginal rights. It then tricked them into agreeing

to the provisions of the Manitoba Act whjàh the Canadian

government believed would extinguish the aboriginal rights of

the Metis people at the same time that they dealt with their

nationhood rights.
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In this Chaptei one has2 noted how the colonial nat—ions

dealt with new land territories -such as Canada and thê
2 —

agreements they hd?reaced between themelves about .whq

had spereign rights?n thes-territories You have looked

• at the -devèlopment oth :iea-àf aborIginal±1ghEs-

how it was used by different. colonial 1nations..
- V

Also examined is how the idea of aboiginal -rights

was used in North merica before• the oyal Proclamation.

We studied reasons for thethe Royal Vproblamat.ion and -the

rules included in that Proclamation. -..YouV’ve -sen.iiow.

those rules were intoduced. into Indian Acts in Canada-

and how they were used by .the Canadiar government in :its

dealings with the Metis :people.. - V

V

V
V V)

- V

As well, we have-saw how these:po1iies :affeOted---
V

the aboriginal people It isolated them from other people

and kept them poor -and uneducatea::up -‘to .thè -present £ime..

The way in which the Canadian-government dealt -with .the

people was a way of keeping the whites and the .abor4ginal
V

people separated. We will, in a later chap.te-seehow

this idea of separation was further devel’Qped...äf±er.:the

Northwest Resistance of 1885.
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Thi chapter will show you how the British goverit.’

tried to d’uifrol the Northwestern’part of what is now--Canada -

You will learn how the Brtish goverhment gave th’irea ‘to the

Hudson’s Bay Company for trading You will see howthe]iudson’s

Bay Compányrtook over more and more land and became mare and more

‘5, - powerful over the years , ,

.5

‘examine -the exploraion nd fur trádin-fthe

Company of New France in the Northwest before l’760, -and of

the -Northwest Company. which traded in this -area after. l.76O-.

we will discus’s the, ‘mpetition and wars--between, these --two’companies

and the Hudson’s ay Company. These companies would involve

the Indian. and Metis’ people in this .cornpe-ition and:±n the”trade

.wá-s. We will learn the effects of this on the Indian and Meti’s

people. . . . ,

We will also briefly look .at.-theway of life ofthe-ori’g.inal’

people in the Northwest and how --they -.got- -a--long :.wi.th,-the :f.ur

trading companies. Then we will look -at what..happene’dto

them after they began trading with the Europeans.. -

This Chapter will help you -understand, the history of, the

area in which we now, live. You will lea-rn of the -activities —of

the colonial nations.-and-.wha.t-—happened to -the ‘aboriginal-people -

after the Eüropeans-rarrived.’ .‘YOu will seehow.’the’pas.t’.hàs

affected who the aboriginal people look upon non-Native people

even today

.. Chapter 3 - - - -
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Even though kings at the time could grant charters, these

had to be approved by the British government. It was not until

the late 1690’s that the Hudson’s Bay Company’s charter was put

before Parliament for approval. Even then, the charter was

only approved for 10 years. After 10 years, the government was

supposed to vote again to give the Hudson’s Bay Company approval

to continue trading. This did not happen. Therefore, after

the early 1700’s, the Hudson’s Bay Company was operating against

the law. However, the Company’s authority was accepted as no

one questioned its right to rule.

At first, the Hudson’s Bay Company traded mostly at the

mouths of rivers emptying into the Hudson’s Bay. They sent

explorers up the rivers to make contact with the Native people

and to encourage them to bring furs and other goods to the

Hudson’s Bay trading posts at the mouths of the rivers.

The Hudson’s Bay Company officials were not to disturb the

Indians, but only to trade with them. If any lands were needed,

they were to be taken under the provisions of British Common

Law.

Since the Company was not interested in getting land for

settlement, there are no records of any agreements or treaties

with the Indians for land in Rupertsland.

Over a period of time, the Hudson’s Bay Company moved

inland and fur trading posts were set up at places such as

Norway House, Cumberland House and various other places in

Northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The Company of New France,

which was based in Montreal, carried on trade through much of

what is now Northern Quebec, Ontario, and in some parts of

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. French became the language

of trade and business in the Northwest. The presence of this

French Company can still be seen in many of the names of places

in these areas such as LaLoche, lie a la Crosse, The Pas, Lac

Vert and LaRonge.
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When Great Britain and France fought over New France, the

result was the defeat of the French at the Battle of the Plains

of Abraham at what is now Quebec C:i.ty. This battle had an

influence in the Northwest in the area where we live today.

The French Company of New France had carried on trade in

the Northwest and had many fur traders and posts in the region.

With the defeat of the French, the Company of New France stopped

its fur trade. However, there were French traders in Western

Canada at the fur trading posts. They were helped by the

Indian and Metis who were their guides, messengers, and freight

ers. By 1760, there were many Metis who played an important

role in the fur trade and in the life of the Northwest. We

will look at this development in more detail in another Chapter

When the French Company stopped trading, a group of Scottish-

British traders set up a new company in Montreal. This company

quickly took over the fur trading empire of the Company of New

France. They took over the trading posts and hired the French

traders and Indian and Metis people who had worked with the

French Company. The Northwest Company carried on trade in the

same way as the Company of New France had. They used French as

the language of the business.

After the French were defeated, the British claimed the

territory which had been claimed by the French. In the late

1790’s, the Hudson’s Bay Company first moved south into the Red

River area and further west and north into the Plains area

of Saskatchewan and Alberta.

Between 1760 and 1820, both the Northwest Company and the

Hudson’s Bay Company carried on fur trading in the Northwest.

Their competition became more and more fierce as the Hudson’s

Bay Company moved into areas claimed by the Northwest Company.

The Hudson’s Bay Company set up fur trading posts in the same

places as the Northwest Company at such places as Portage la

Prairie, the Qu’Appelle Lakes, in the Touchwood Hills, and in

the Ile-a-la—Crosse area.
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The trading posts were usually situated fairly close together.

The Hudson’s Bay Company learned that in order to compete

successfully, they would have to hire the French traders, the

Metis, and the Indians as the Northwest Company did. The

Hudson’s Bay Company also learned that they would have to use

French, which was the language of the area.

This rivalry between the fur trading companies broke into

open warfare at times. The Metis and the Indians were bribed by

one company to take sides against the other company. This caused

fighting between different bands of Indians and created a split

between the Metis and English halfbreeds.

The companies gave the Native people liquor to win their

friendship and to get them to fight against the other company.

At times the competing companies would introduce European

diseases into the camps of Indian bands and many would die.

There are several examples of the two companies bringing

blankets from Europe which had been used to cover smallpox

victims. They either traded or gave these blankets to Indian

people. Since smallpox Was unknown in North America, this

sickness sometimes killed whole Indian bands.

This period of history in North America is marked with so

many terrible acts against the Native people that we can only

begin to tell a few of them in our C apter.

There are reports of the fur trading companies practising

slavery and buying and selling Indian women and children. The

companies carried out terrible acts against Indians who were

not paying debts owed to them. The companies employed enforcers

to carry out executions of Indians whom they believed were not

paying their debts. This was done to make an example to other

Indian people. The fur trading companies were able to keep

trading with the Indian people by making the Indian people

dependent on them.



—5—

The area known as Rupertsland was occupied by many different

groups or tribes of Indians. These included Cree, Saulteaux,

Sioux, Assiniboine and Chipewyan. Although they did have some

things in common such as hunting or transportation, each group

or tribe had its own language, customs and beliefs.

The Hudson’s Bay Company first dealt with the Cree Indians

who lived in the areas now known as Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba

and Saskatchewan. As they began trading with the Hudson’s Bay

Company, Cree Indians became guides for the traders. They

accompanied the fur traders to trade with other Indian groups

in different areas.

The fur trading companies set up trading posts at major

meeting places of Indian tribes. From these posts they had

traders go out among the Indians to trade directly. They also

encouraged the Indians to bring their furs to the trading posts.

The ±rading company granted credit. or goods to the Indian

people before trapping and hunting seaon. Credit would be

given for traps, fish..nets., blanke’ts;f’lour: and-:other goods.

The Indian people would. py for these goods at the end of the

season with their furs. They charged high prices-for goods

but gave the Indians low prices for their furs. -

When the Indians arrived with their furs, these were graded

and a price was given to each pelt. The prices for the pelts

were added up and then the cost of the goods already given were

then subtraCtd. If there was anything left over, this was

usually given to the Indians in trinkets, beads, liquor or other

useless goods.

To carry on their next year’s trapping, the Indians were

again given credit for traps, guns, bullets and other goods and

supplies. Credit was important to the Europeans. It was one

way to make sure the Indians brought their furs to them at the

end of the season.
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Before European arrival, almost all of the Indian peoples’

time was spent on survival. The fur trade introduced new goods

and tools which changed their way of life. Blankets and cloth

ing could be purchased so they no longer had to make their own

from hide and fur. They now used guns for hunting which made

it easier to obtain their food supply.

The use of these goods and tools created free time which the

Indians had not had before. Some of this time was spent trapping

for the fur trade. These changes to the Indian way of life

took place rapidly and the Indians did not have time to adjust

or develop a new way of life.

The introduction of alcohol created many problems. The

Indian had never used alcohol before and the effects of it were

strong. With free time on their hands and with the fur traders

eagerly supplying alcohol, its use became more and more common.

The fur traders used alcohol to encourage Indians to become

their allies against competing fur trading companies and other

Indian tribes.

In the traditional Indian way of life, everyone in the tribe

including old people and children had a place or a role. The

old people had a role in the care and raising of children. They

taught the children through traditional stc es and legends.

They were responsible for teaching their culture and values to

the younger people. These things were all very important to

keep the people close to each other and true to their traditional

beliefs.

As the Indians became more dependent on the fur trade, they had

less need for the older people. By the late 1700’s it was not

uncommon for the old people to be left at the fur trading

posts when they could rio longer hunt and trap. These older

people would set up their tents or build more permanent log

cabins around the posts. They would then become dependent upon

the Hudson’s Bay Company for handouts. This was the start of

the welfare system among the Indian people.
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Summary

In this chapter we learned that the Northwest area in which

we now live was originally opened up as a fur trading area.

Fur trading was carried on with the Indians for several hundred

years before there was any settlement. Fur companies came in

with certain goods to trade. They carried on their trading act

ivities to make sure they took many furs from the Indians. To

do this, they introduced new tools and alcohol to the Native

people and developed friendly dependent relationships with

them. They also encouraged the Indians to compete with the tribes

that supported other traders.

In addition, we have identified some of the old ways of the

Indian people in this area. We saw the effect that the activities

of the Europeans had on this way of life. We have also examined

the gradual development of the dependency of the Indians on

the Europeans. We saw how the Europeans introduced new tools to

the Native people. We finally began to realize the effect of

the fur trade on the way of life of Indian people and what

exists in the rural and urban areas today.



DEFINITIONS:

1. Land Charter — a legal paper by which European rulers
granted land ownership and/or trading rights to large land
areas. The company granted a charter could carry on trade,
buy furts, establish settlements, make laws, etc.

2. Common Law — practices which people and government
followed long ago. They became like law and were upheld
by courts. They were not written down but because everyone
accepted them, they became part of the law; law like the
traditional Indians had.

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES:

1. Cultural/Linguistic Map, D.I.A.N.D.

2. Map of Canada and/or historical atlas.

3. Excerpts from a select committee on the Hudson’s Bay
Company, AMNSIS.

4. Excerpts from the aboriginies committee, AMNSIS.

5. Memorandum by Joseph Cauchon, Commissioner of Dominion
Lands, AMNSIS.



Chapter 4

Introduction

This chapter will help you become familiar w-.th the government

within Rupertsland and the Northwest Territories before 1870.

We will examine how Rupertsland was transferred to Canada and

the conditions under which the transfer took place.

You will examine the reaction of the Mezis people to

conditions negotiated between the Hudson’s Bay Company, Great

Britain and Canada. The actions which the Metis took to prevent

the union from taking place prior to their rights being guaranteed

will be seen. We will also acknowledge the rights the

Metis were asking for, and how the Canadian government tried

to prevent the Metis people from protecting their own rights and

setting up their own government. The chapter will look at how

negotiations took place between Ottawa and the people of the

Red River and what happened in these negotiations.

You will see that the provisions of the Manitoba Act cover

only the old territory of Assiniboia which became the province

of Manitoba. You will become familiar with the fact that the

Metis people through out the Northwest outside Manitoba were

also concerned about their rights. They petitioned the government

on many occasions about their rights4 but the gove nment &id not

listen as the Metis did not recee any response to their peti—

tions between 1870 and 1885. The chapter will look at the events

which led up to the return of Riel to Canada in 1884 as the

leader of his people. It willialso look at Riel’s activities

during 1884 - 1885 and the eventual battles at Duck Lake, Fish

Creek and Batoche.

Finally, you will become familiar with some of the issues

in the trial of Riel and the way in which the events of 1885

affected the Metis people.
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Father Ritchot was one of the delegates sent from Red River

to Ottawa. He kept a personal diary of the negotiation. In

his diary he stated that Sir John A. Macdonald and Cartier

agreed to most of the articles in the List of Rights. However,

they were not prepared to go along with the clause giving the

new province control over public lands. Macdonald argued that

the government of Canada needed control over public lands. He

also argued that his government needed control over the land to

build the railway and to extinguish the Indian title.

This land question proved to be a major problem in the

negotiations. Ritchot and the other delegates finally agreed

to a deal which provided for a block of land, 1.4 million acres,

for the children of the Metis people. This block of land made

up approximately 25 percent of all the land within the original

boundaries of Manitoba. In return for this land, the negotiators

gave the right to control the public land of Manitoba to the

federal government.

When Ritchot and the delegates saw the final copy of the

Manitoba Act, they objected strongly to the clause in the Act

which dealt with the land question. The Actsaid that “Indian

Title” was being extinguished. Although Ritchot and Macdonald

had discussed Indian title, in his diar’ Ritchot makes it clear

that the aboriginal rights question wa uite separate from the

question of provincial government control of the public land.

!acdonald and Cartier said that the Members of Parliament

would not agree to the Act if it was changed. However, Macdonald

and Cartier promised the Red River delegates that they would

live up to their agreement. Ritchot finally went along with the

proposed Manitoba Act. Even though he had some doubts, he

recommended to the provisional government of the Red River that

the Manitoba Act should be approved.
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Macdonald discussed sending an army to the RedRiver through—

out 1869 - 70 It was still being discussed secretely byhim

and other offiials while he was meeting -with te Red River

delegates fRithot...and the other delegates objected to an outidë

army They finally agreed with the idea when ‘“iacdonald assired,,

them that it .was,a peace mi-ssion. . . . . . . ‘.. . . .

The army.consiste’d of 350 regniars and 600 volunteers under

Colonel Wolse1e.. The volunteers’were mostly oung .dicai

Orangemen who had joined the, army with the idea that they would

séttlé in the .West. The volun:teers also had about 150 French

Canadians among them. . . . . :,

When Wolseley and his army Earrived’ in the Red River, ‘he

quickly dismissed the 600 ‘volunteers .b’ut kept the..permanent .army

in the area for a period of approximately two months.. ‘;Before

the weather turned cold in ‘the a)l ,. 1870, Woiseley with his

army of regulars returned to the-East. ‘Many of:the volunteers

stayed behind. These volunteers were now no longer part .of the

army and were very undisciplined. They harassed local ‘people,

committed brutal acts, and ‘were very .cruel ‘toward’s t’he Metis

people.

It is clear that Macdonald was never serious about his

negotiations or the guarantee of the rights of e Metis people.

Macdonald wanted to win Rupertsland and the Northwest Territories

for Canada. His letters show that he believed the Metis people

could later be swamped by settlers and the Canadian government

would end up having its own way.

Within old Manitoba after 1870, 1.4 million acres were

distributed to the Metis children. The heads of families were

to receive land that they occupied. There was, in addition, a

scrip issued to children and heads of families. Most of this

land, plus much of the land owned in river lots, passed into

the hands of speculators. A good deal of land was acquired by

people like Donald Smith, a major owner in the Canadian Pacific

Railways and the Bank of Montreal, and a Member of Parliament

for a Manitoba seat.
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News travelled with the Metis people” from the Red River to

the-’ Northwest
,

The Red River was the centre of trade, commerce,

culture and education Freighters came and,went from this area

regularly to all other communities ix the Northwest taking in

supplies :and bringing oi furs; enirnicah.ad buffalo, hi-de

People moved back a-nd forth -along -these freight line-s tb visit

relatives., take children to school and- to do many o-her -things.

-Therefore, there was a regular news -se±vice --between -the Meti-s

people in the Northwest. They shared the same language, -customs,

way of life and had similar idea-s as to .ihat their role •was j

-the Northwest. They also agreed. on -what their-rihts -should be.

Beginning in 1873, there were a:series of —petit-ions from

Metis communities in the Northwest -to the government of :Canada

.ask-ing for a -guarantee--of their rights. In n-lost--cases they asked

-- for the same guarantees that were received by the -Metis

Manitoba - -

- -

The Metis outside of Manitoba asked -for the same rights as the

Red River Metis which included guarantees -of heir ianguage.,

religion, .customs -way of life and culture. They wanted a

guarantee-of ownership .of the land -on whi-ch they lived and

a guarantee of -land fo -people who -did -hot have any.

The Metis people did not ask that their aboriginal rights be

extinguished nor did they ask for compensation for their

aboriginal rights. This does not mean that they did not

beleive that they had aboriginal rights or that they were not

concerned about these rights. Their first concern was with

national rights since they saw themselves as a nation of people

in the Northwest. They wanted to have the right to set up their

own form of government with their own education, religion,

courts and business. After they had control of the government

and the land, they then could deal with the aboriginal rights

that they had as a result of their Indian ancestry.
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Little effort was made at organizing until the 1930’s. The

Metis leaders then, as those of the past and present, recognized

the importance of the Metis’ rights as a nation and the rights

to land and self-determination.

Today, the conditions of the Metis remain the same. They

have few of the social and economic opportunities that other

Canadians have. Many live i poverty and despair. This situation

must change. In order to Darticipate in Canadian society, the

Metis must have a fair and :.ist settlement of their rights.



Summary

In this chapter, we have noted that the Canadian government

had specific reasons for wanting to join Rupertsland and the

Northwest Territories to Canada. These reasons were only discussed

with the British government and with the Hudson’s Bay Company.

Since the fur trade was no longer making money, the Hudson’s

Bay Company agreed to give up its charter if it received some

compensation. The British government, on the other hand, did not

want to have a colony to govern so far from England. Therefore,

they were quite happy to hand the area over to Canada.

During these negotiations, no one thought that the local

people would object to the transfer or would ask that some of

their rights be guaranteed.

When the local people did act, the Canadian government

reacted in a negative way. I tried to keep down the local

people through various dishonest means to achieve their goal

of uniting Rupertsland and the Northwest with Canada. This

approach did not work and they had to negotiate with the people.

However, the Canadian government was not honest in its negotiations.

The government’s actions led to many problems within old

Manitoba and to further problems in the Northwest. Eventually,

they led to the Northwest Rebellion. Once Riel was hanged and

Dumont had fled to the United States, the Canadian government

believed there would be no more problems. However, this was not

true. The Metis people are still here and they suffer from

the neglect and indifference of the Canadian government. They

also are once again putting forward their demands for the

recognition of their rights and for just and fair treatment.

The problem has not been solved. Today, Metis people wonder

whether the Canadian government will react as the government

did in the 1870’s and the 1880’s, or whether it will react in

a more civilized way, and recognize the rights of the Metis

people. Metis people must have a guarantee of their rights and

be allo.ed to develop for themselves an acceptable place within

Canada.
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DEFINITIONS:

1. Homestead - a piece of land which could be claimed by

a settler. The land could become his after three years

if he turned the soil on 59 acres on a quarter section

(160 acres).

2. Quit Claim Deep - a legal paper which the owner of land

uses to transfer his land to someone else.

3. Power of Attorney — a legal document giving one person

the right to act as the agent for another person.

REFERENCES:

1. The Claim to Natiornod of the Metis in the Northwest,

Outside Manitoba; Discission Paper, AMNSIS.

2. Samples of Land and ?€oney Scrip Certificates.

3. Memorandum of Land Dlicy, December 1870, Rupertsland.

4. All Western Dollars, by Peter Lowe.
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Article

#21 If a captain, knowing the faults of his soldiers, does not report

them to the council, he will pay a fine of two louis.

#22 No person or party will be allowed to leave the camp without

leave of the council; anyone who does will pay a large fine.

#23 Any party with independant freedom living in the neighborhood

of the great caravan will be warned not to run the beasts beyond

the time that is fixed by the Council of the great camp: if they

infringe this prohibition then the great camp will ask them to

join them and if they don’t the great council will make them

join by force.

424 With a scarcity of animals the great camp will divide with

one side going in one direction and the other side in the

opposite direction and the minority will be obliged to submit

to this decision.

#25 A general vote at the period of return will determine when

every person shall be at liberty and able to go where he pleases.
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